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Presented by The International Veterinary Acupuncture Society in conjunction with the College of 
Veterinary Integrative Therapies and the Sydney Institute of Traditional Chinese Medicine

• Clinically-oriented post-graduate 
training

• Covers both TCM and scientiýc 
understanding of herbal medicine

• Flexible format via distance
education

• Self-paced study with personal tutor

• Complete the course in 6 months to 
2 years

• Veterinary Acupuncture Certiýcation 
not required



Introduction
Welcome!

Have you ever felt frustrated or limited and 
wished there was something more you could do 
for your patients? Do you want to extend your 
knowledge and add Chinese Herbal Medicine 
to your professional armory? Chinese Herbal 
Medicine offers you a chance to expand your 
treatment options in a very rational, effective and 
evidence-based way. This innovative course utilizes 
both the art and science of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine, along with contemporary evidence-based 
Veterinary Chinese Herbal Medicine. You will learn 
from veterinarians who are successfully using herbs 
in their everyday practices and within 4-8 weeks, 
you too can be incorporating herbal medicine into 
your practice with conýdence.

This course is designed to get you practicing 
Chinese Herbal Medicine quickly by being clinically-
oriented with an emphasis on therapeutics. It’s both 
practical and comprehensive. We only use classical 
Chinese herbal formulas so that you can obtain 
them virtually from anywhere in the world, and you 
will learn how to choose quality products for your 
patients. You will not be limited by having to use a 
brand or formula you cannot easily obtain. 

The course consists of 8 modules totaling 180 
hours, leading to a Certiýcate of Veterinary 
Chinese Herbal Medicine from IVAS, the College 
of Integrative Veterinary Therapeutics and the 
Sydney Institute of Traditional Chinese Medicine.
You can complete the course as quickly as you 
want or take up to 2 years - you set your own pace. 
Learning materials include printed study guides, 
reading material, lecture notes, herb samples, 
CD ROMs, DVDs, as well as other interactive 
teaching methods. These allow you to study from 
home or work. You can choose when and where 
you study in order to accommodate your work and 
family commitments. Support and communication 
between you and your personal tutor is available 
via email and online forums. There is no ýnal 
examination, only a 5-part ýnal assessment and 
submission of 2 case studies.

On completion of this course you will have the 
knowledge and skills necessary to:
•  Successfully integrate Chinese Herbal 
   Medicine into  your practice & treat 
   patients safely and effectively.
•  Assess the quality and therapeutic 
   potential of Chinese herbal medicines.
• Augment the effects of Veterinary 
   Acupuncture. Learning and understanding the 

basis of TCM will also help in the selection of 
herbal formulas.

•  Access resources and critically evaluate 
   information and research on Chinese 
   herbal medicine.
•  Communicate the beneýts of Chinese 
   Medicine to colleagues and clients.
•  Establish yourself as a leading practitioner 
   in the emerging ýeld of Veterinary Chinese 
   Herbal Medicine.



Curriculum
Prerequisite Module: Introduction to TCM
This module is required for any practitioner who has 
NOT studied Traditional Chinese Medicine or Veterinary 
Acupuncture previously.
Unit 1: TCM Compared to Conventional Western Medicine
Unit 2: Yin and Yang
Unit 3: Wu Xing
Unit 4: Qi Xue Jin Je
• The Vital Substances: Qi, Blood and Body Fluids
Unit 5: Zang Fu
• The Bowel and Viscera Functions in TCM

Module 1: Chinese Herbal Medicine
Unit 1: Overview of Chinese Medical Physiology and 
Pathology Introduction
• Review the Philosophies Underpinning Chinese 
  Medicine’s Concepts of Health and Disease and Their 
  Application in Veterinary Medicine
• Yin and Yang in Medicine
• The Basis of Herbal Therapeutics
• Introduction to Organs and Fundamental Substances
• Relationships Among the Zang Fu Organs
• Pattern Differentiation

Unit 2: Chinese Medical Pathology
• The Kidney, Triple Burner, Spleen & Stomach, Liver and 
  Gall Bladder

Unit 3: Making the Diagnosis: The Four Examinations
• Listening Chinese Medical Interpretation of Historical 
  Findings, Looking & Touching
• Basic Pulse & Tongue Diagnosis, Laboratory Findings 
  and Imaging Studies
• Diagnosis & Treatment Based on an Overall Analysis of 
  Signs & Syndromes
  
Unit 4: Needle First, Diagnose Later
• The New Old Approach to Acupuncture
• Physical Examination
• Pulse & Active Points
• Interpretation of Response to Acupuncture Point 
  Stimulation

Module 2: Chinese Herbs
Unit 5: Assessing the Energetic of an Herb
• Doctrine of Signatures
• The Importance of Taste
• The Five Tastes and Four Natures
• Combining Tastes
• How to Practice Herbal Medicine
• Guiding Medicinals: Meridian Tropism

Unit 6: The Art of Prescribing Chinese Herbs
• Integrating Therapies/Diagnosing Guidelines/
  Case Management
• Using Multiple Formulas

Unit 7: Learning Chinese Herbs
• Pronouncing Pin Yin & Chinese Numbers
Å Classiýcation of Herbs & Herb Action Categories
• Herbs by Action
  
Unit 8: Herbal Pharmacology & Pharmacognosy
• Herbal Pharmacology
• Evaluating Quality Control & Safety
• Chinese Herb Processing & Formulations
• Regulatory Issues & Procedures for Dispensing
• Ethical Issues & Conservation

Module 3: Chinese Herbal Materia Medica
Units 9-12: The function, þavors, natures, channel 
routes, main indicators and contraindications, normal 
dosages and preparation of over 100 Chinese herbs. 
• Conventional pharmacological properties and the 
  effects of their interation with conventional drugs 

Module 4: Veterinary Therapeutics I
Unit 13: Chinese Medical Patholophysiology & 
Treatment of Autoimmune Diseases
• Pathophysiology & Treatment of Autoimmune Conditions
• Pemphigus, AIHA & ITP
Å Immune Deýciency States
• Chinese Medical Perspective on Vaccinations
• 7 Herbal Formulas

Unit 14: Chinese Herbal Treatment of Cancer in 
Small Animals
• Perspectives on Cancer Treatment
• Mechanisms of Action of Chinese Herbal Therapies
• Pathophysiology of Tumors in TCM
• Nutrition in Cancer Patients
• Nutritional Supplementation in Cancer Patients
• Strategies for addressing the Most Common 
  Malignancies
• 11 Herbal Formulas

Unit 15: Chinese Herbal Treatment of Cardio-
Pulmonary Disorders
• Pathophysiology & Treatment of Cardiac and 
  Respiratory Disease
• Cardiac Disease & Congestive Heart Failure
• 4 Herbal Formulas
• Respiratory Disorders
• Upper Respiratory Infections
• Rhinitis, Sinusitis, Asthma & Kennel Cough
• Feline Asthma
• Collapsing Trachea & Rverse Sneeze
• 8 Herbal Formulas

Unit 16: Chinese Herbal Treatment of Some Small 
Animal Endocrine Disorders
• Pathophysiology & Treatment of Diabetes Mellitus
• Feline Hyperthyroidism/Hypothyroidism
• Cushing’s Disease & Addison’s Disease
• 14 Herbal Formulas



Curriculum
Module 5: Veterinary Therapeutics II
Unit 17: Chinese Herbal Treatment of Some Eye Disorders
• Pathophysiology & Treatment of Conjunctivitis
• Glaucoma & Keratoconjunctivits Sicca
• Corneal Ulceration & Vision Loss
• 4 Herbal Formulas

Unit 18: Chinese Herbal Treatment of Gastrointestinal 
Disorders
• Pathophysiology & Treatment of Gastrointestinal Disorders
Å Inþammatory Bowel Disease & Constipation
• Gastric Dilation & Volvulus
• Megaesophagus & Persistent Enteric Pathogens
• Pancreatitis, Colitis & Lymphangiectasia
• Enteric Lymphoma & Gastric Adenocarcinoma
• Gastric Ulceration & Engorgement
• 14 Herbal Formulas

Unit 19: Chinese Herbal Treatment of Liver Disorders
• Pathophysiology of Liver Disease
Å Liver Blood Deýciency, Liver Qi & Blood Stagnation
• Liver Spleen Disharmony
• Damp Heat Accumulation in the Liver & Gall Bladder
• 9 Herbal Formulas

Unit 20: Nutritional Strategies in TCM: Building on the 
Success of Herbs with Diet Change
• The Chinese Medicinal Effect of Trace Nutrients
• Deciphering the Chinese Medicinal Effects of Foods
• Developing a Chinese Medicinal Diet Using Nutritional 
  Knowledge
• Chinese Food Therapy Charts

Module 6: Veterinary Therapeutics III
Unit 21: Chinese Herbal Treatment of Pain & Paralysis 
in Small Animals
• Pathophysiology & Treatment of Pain & Paralysis in TCM
• Non-herbal Treatment of Pain
• Kidney Deýciency, Tai Yang Invasion & Shao Yang Invasion
• Blood Stasis & Osteoarthritis
• Hip Dysplasia, Sponylosis & Intervertebral Disc Disease
• 8 Herbal Formulas

Unit 22: Chinese Herbal Treatment of Neurological 
Disorders
• Pathophysiology & Treatment of Neurological Disorders
• Degenerative Myelopathy
• Idiopathic Epilepsy & Idiopathic Vestibular Syndrome
• Necrotizing Encephalitis
• 6 Herbal Formulas

Unit 23: Chinese Medical Patholphysiology & Herbal 
Treatment of Skin Disease in Small Animal
• Patholphysiology of Skin Disease
• Differential Diagnosis of Skin Disease Patterns
Å Blood Deýciency, Damp Heat, Wind Invasion & Blood Heat
• Atopy, Otitis Exterma & Pyoderma
• Principles of Case Management
• 10 Herbal Formulas

Module 7: Veterinary Therapeutics IV
Unit 24: Chinese Medical Treatment of Small Animal 
Urinary Disorders
• Pathophysiology
• Renal Disease, Nephritis & Renal Failure
• Bladder Conditions & Lin Syndrome
• Cystitis & PLN
Å Inþammatory Genital Diseases (Vaginitis)
• Urinary Incontinence
• 15 Herbal Formulas

Unit 25: Chinese Medical Treatment of Small Animal 
Behavior Conidtions
• Pathophysiology of Behavioral Disturbances
• Anxiety, Hyperexcitability & Insomnia
• Cognitive Dysfunction
• Aggression, Fear & Fear Aggression
• Excessive Dreaming, Timidity & Depression
• Irritability, Stress-Induced Irritable Bowel Syndrome
• Feline Spraying
• Psychogenic Alopecia & Polydypsia
• 11 Herbal Formulas

Unit 26: Understanding Blood Flow: The Key to Efýcacy
• Complexity in Medicine
• Blood Flow in Disease
• Manipulation of Blood Flow in Alternative Medicine
• Manipulation of Blood Flow in Herbal Medicine

Unit 27: Why did my patient die? New Insights on the 
Requirements of Life in TCM
• The Determinants of Life
• Case of Death & Pathogenisis
• TCM Treatment of Life-Threatening States

Module 8: Practicing & Communicating Chinese 
Herbal Medicine
Unit 28: Practice
• Standards of Practice
• Starting & Managing an Herbal Dispensary
• Chinese Herbal Formulas

Unit 29: Communicating Chinese Herbal Medicine
• How to Write Case Studies for Publication
• Writing Case Reports
• Research & Referencing
• Presenting TCM Herbal Medicine

Unit 30: Reþecting on Practice
Å Reþections on Practice
Å Reþect Critically on Difýcult & Complex Cases
• Logging Cases



IVAS is afýliated with the College of Veterinary Integrative 

Therapies. The IVAS Veterinary Herbal Medicine Course 

has been produced by CIVT with Dr. Steve Marsden and Dr. 

Barbara Fougere. This international college of world-class 

veterinary educators produces leading edge learning materials for veterinarians. The College is also 

afýliated with the Sydney Institute of Traditional Chinese Medicine, which provides education in TCM 

throughout the world.

Faculty
Steve Marsden DVM, ND, MSOM, L.Ac, Dipl.C.H., RH (AGH)

Dr. Steve Marsden received his doctorate in veterinary medicine at the University of 

Saskatchewan in 1988. At the National College of Naturopathic Medicine in Portland, 

Oregon he obtained a doctorate in Naturapathic medicine, a Master’s of Science 

in Oriental Medicine, and his licensure in acupuncture and Diplomat status 

in Chinese herbology. He treats both pets and people in his Edmonton, Alberta 

practice. He has instructed veterinarians in Chinese Medicine at IVAS, Tufts and 

AVAC. He is a member of the American Herbalists Guild. He is the co-author of 

several texts, including the Manual of Natural Veterinary Medicine & Veterinary Herbal Medicine.

He is a frequent guest lecturer to veterinary audiences worldwide.

Course Contributors
Barbara Fougere BSc BVMS (Hons) MODT MHSc (Herb Med) CVA CVBM CVCP

Dr. Barbara Fougere has facilitated training in Chinese Herbal Medicine in Australia since 2006. She 

graduated from Murdoch Univerity in 1986 and is certiýed in Veterinary Botanical Medicine and has a 

Masters degree in Herbal Medicine. She has worked with Steve to develop a distance education course 

that is engaging, stimulating and provides the equivalent learning experience for veterinarians as a face-to-

face course. She is the coauthor and author of several books including the text Veterinary Herbal Medicine

and Integrating Complimentary Medicine Into Veterinary Practice. She teaches online with VIN, VBMA and 

lectures internationally.

Course Tutors
You will have a personal veterinary tutor experienced in Chinese Herbal Medicine to guide you through 

your course and to ensure you achieve completion. You will also have the option of being involved in online 

discussions and forums.

College of Veterinary Integrative Therapies



Registration Information
Registration
The registration form in this brochure is also available on the IVAS website (www.ivas.org). Return the 
completed form to IVAS together with your course fees and a copy of your veterinary license renewal. 
Enrollment deadlines are February 28th, May 31st, August 31st and November 30th each year. Seats in 
the course are available on a ýrst-come, ýrst-served basis. Class size is restricted and your enrollment 
may be delayed to a future start date, so please apply early! The course is only open to licensed graduate 
veterinarians. A conýrmation package, including conýrmation of your enrollment, your receipt, your course 
curriculum and text requirements, will be sent to you after we receive your registration form and payment. All 
other materials will be shipped to you within 30 days after the registration deadline.

Course Fees
Full course fee is US$3,950.00 and can be paid via VISA, MasterCard, AMEX or by check (checks must be 
drawn on US banks, US dollars only). Your tuition includes:

• Enrollment

• All Instruction and Evaluation

• Study Guide, Readings, Lecture Notes

• Over 40 hours of DVD Lectures with Power Points

• Samples of Chinese Herbs

• Personal Tutor for Unlimited Email Support

• Optional Online Interactions, Discussions 
  and Support

• Certiýcate Upon Completion of Program
   Requirements

• Free Listing on IVAS Website Upon Completion 
  of Course

Prerequisite Module: Introduction to TCM
If you have never studied TCM before, you will need to complete the prerequisite module Introduction to 
TCM. This is sent at the same time as the Veterinary Herbal Medicine Course and will provide you with the 
basic concepts that will enable you to complete the whole course with ease. This module is an additional 
US$250.00.

Requirements to Complete the Course
There are 8 modules and 30 units with lessons to complete. Each unit has learning objectives, exercises and 
self-assessments. Most have DVD lectures to view. Each module has an exercise and/or guided case study 
to be completed and assessed as competent or not by your tutor. 
• You will need to complete 2 case studies and an assignment, both of which are graded. A score of 70% or 
   higher is a passing score. 
• An attendance log with 20 hours of TCM Continuing Education is required. This may be veterinary or human, 
  and is intended to broaden your exposure to TCM theory, therapeutics, diagnosis, different philosophies 
  and approaches - a broader view than the one we provide just with this course. You will need to keep an 
  attendance log at seminars, webinars or of journals you’ve read. This activity will help you develop networks 
  and exposure that can spark new ideas and perspectives. 
• A case log book of 30 cases must be submitted to your tutor. 

It is expected that you will need to allow 180 hours to complete the course — additional hours may be 
required to complete the certiýcation process.

Disclaimer: This prospectus describes the course offered through IVAS for 2008-2010; however we reserve the right to 
cancel, suspend or modify the course. While every effort has been made to ensure that the information is correct at the 
time, no responsibility can be taken for any inaccuracies. All course fees quoted are subject to change.



STEP 1 - FILL OUT YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Name:               

Business Name:            

Business Address:             

City:         State/Province:    Zip Code:    

Country:        Work #: (                 )      

Fax #: (             )        Email:        

Registration Form

STEP 3 - PAYMENT:
Please send in one of the following forms of payment:
1. A check or bank draft payable to IVAS for US$3950.00 drawn on a US bank. If you need to complete the 
prerequisite module (Introduction to TCM), the total fee is US$4200.00.

2. A credit card - please completely ýll out the information below:  

Ǐ  VISA     Ǐ  MASTERCARD Ǐ  AMEX 

CC #: _______________________________  EXP. DATE: __________  Security Code#:____________

Cardholder Name: _________________________________________   Billing Zip:  ________________

Signature: _____________________________________________ Today’s Date: _________________

STEP 2 - SELECT YOUR COURSE:
Ǐ IVAS Course in Veterinary Chinese Herbal Medicine (I don’t need the Intro Module) .............. US$3950.00

Previous Acupuncture/TCM training received from ________________________________________________

Ǐ Introduction to TCM Module & IVAS Course in Veterinary Chinese Herbal Medicine ..............  US$4200.00

STEP 4 - SENDING IN YOUR REGISTRATION:
A legible copy of your current veterinary license renewal or other document establishing your 
status as a graduate veterinarian must accompany your registration and payment information.

Please send your completed registration either by mail or fax to:

IVAS
2625 Redwing Rd. Ste 160
Fort Collins, CO 80526 USA

Fax: +970-266-0777

REFUND POLICY:
For cancellations prior to shipment of course materials, tuition is fully refundable minus a $300.00 enrollment and 
administration fee. No refund will be available after the materials are dispatched for any reason, as this course has a 
þexible completion period.

1730 S. College Ave., Suite 301
Fort Collins, CO  80525  USA



The International Veterinary Acupuncture Society
2625 Redwing Rd., Ste 160
Fort Collins, CO  80526 USA

Address Service Requested

IVAS 
Course in Veterinary 

Chinese Herbal Medicine
• Clinically-oriented post-
  graduate training
• Covers both TCM and scientiýc
  understanding of herbal medicine
• Flexible format via distance 

education

• Self-paced study with 
   personal tutor
• Complete the course 
  in 6 months to 2 years
• Veterinary Acupuncture
  Certiýcation not required
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